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What it is, Why it’s important, What you can do to help

by Jacob Lintner



Understanding 
the Language of 

the Bill
Each term is listed as it is 
described in the proposal

● “School-sponsored media,” any material that is 
prepared, substantially written, published, or 
broadcast by a student journalist at a public high 
school, distributed or generally made available 
to members of the student body, and prepared 
under the direction of a student-media advisor. 

This term does not include any media intended 
for distribution or transmission solely in the 
classroom in which the media was produced.

● “Student journalist,” a public high school 
student who gathers, compiles, writes, edits, 
photographs, records, or prepares information 
for dissemination in school-sponsored media

● “Student-media advisor,” an individual 
employed, appointed, or designated by a school 
district to supervise or provide instruction 
relating to school-sponsored media



The Rules for Schools
➢ “Subject to the provisions of this section, the freedom of the press in school-sponsored media 

shall be protected. A student journalist has the right to exercise freedom of speech and of the 
press in school-sponsored media. Material in school-sponsored media shall not be suppressed 
solely because it involves political or controversial subject matter.” (171.200, Subsection 3)

➢ “School districts and student-media advisors may regulate the number, length, frequency, and 
format of school-sponsored media.” (171.200, Subsection 4)

➢ “A school district shall not authorize any prior restraint of any school-sponsored media except 
if the administration or student-media advisor determines that in the media:

○ Is libelous or slanderous;

○ Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;

○ Violates federal or state law; or

○ So incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of an unlawful act, the 

violation of school district policy, or the material and substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the 

school.” (171.200, Subsection 5)

➢ “Each school district shall adopt a written policy regarding the freedom of the press and 
expression by students in accordance with this section. The policy shall include reasonable 
provisions for the time, place, and manner of student expression. The policy may also include 
limitations to language that may be defined as profane, harassing, threatening, or 
intimidating.” (171.200, Subsection 8)



The Responsibilities of Students
➢ “Subject to subsection 4 of this section, a student journalist is responsible for 

determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of 

school-sponsored media. This subsection shall not be construed to prevent a 

student-media advisor from teaching professional standards of English and 

student journalists.” (173.1551, Subsection 3)

➢ “This section does not authorize or protect expression by a student that:
○ Is libelous or slanderous;
○ Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;
○ Violates federal or state law; or
○ So incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of an 

unlawful act, the violation of institution or coordinating board for higher education 
policies, or the material and substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the 
institution.” (173.1551, Subsection 4)

➢ “Except as provided in subsection 4 of this section, a student journalist at an 

institution of higher education in the state shall not be disciplined for exercising 

his or her freedom of expression in school-sponsored media.” (173.1551, 

Subsection 5)



But Jacob, why does 
it matter?



The “Cronkite 
New Voices Act” 
could alter the 
future for you 

and for all other 
MO student 
journalists

The bill affects public high schools as 
well as higher education centers, 
meaning that the ramifications of its 
passing or failing will follow you for 
the next four years.



Accredited 
Higher Education 

Journalism 
Schools in 
Missouri

1. Calvary Bible College and Theological 

Seminary

2. College of the Ozarks

3. Crowder College

4. Drury University

5. Evangel University

6. Lincoln University in Jefferson City

7. Lindenwood University

8. Missouri State University

9. Missouri Western State University

10. Northwest Missouri State University

11. University of Central Missouri

12. University of Missouri-Columbia

13. Webster University



Even if you aren’t a student 
journalist, the restrictions 
of prior review and prior 
restraint keep the 
interesting, hard-hitting 
stories out of circulation



Well, what’s up 
with the bill?

It is currently awaiting another hearing in 
the MO House of Representatives in 
committee after action was postponed on 
Jan. 30. After passing in committee, the 
bill will be voted upon on the floor, then it 
will move to the Senate, which is where it 
died in the last cycle. Upon passing in 
Senate committee and in the whole 
Senate, it will move to Eric Greitens’ desk 
for his approval before its proposed 
implementation date on Aug. 28 of this 
year.



Potential Outcomes

Should the Bill Pass:

● Student journalists would be 
awarded the entirety of their First 
Amendment rights

● School-sponsored media would 
become, simply, media, with no 
restrictions other than the 

Constitution and Supreme Court 
rulings

● Missouri, the home of Hazelwood v. 
Kuhlmeier, would finally return First 
Amendment freedoms to student 
journalists

Should the Bill NOT Pass:

● All would remain the same; we may 
continue to enjoy our freedoms, but 
other student journalists would not 
be guaranteed their First 
Amendment rights and freedoms

● We would remain a laughingstock 

among Illinois, Iowa, Kansas and 
Arkansas- our neighbors that are 
some of 11 states have already 
passed similar legislation



But what can I do 
to help?

There are plenty of helpful things 
that you can do from the comfort of 
your own home or classroom. You 
could:

● begin an awareness campaign 
with an interesting and 
informative Google Slides 

presentation
● contact your local 

representative or senator
● contact Kevin Corlew, the 

sponsor for House Bill 441



Contacting Your Representative 
and/or Senator
For most at FHN, your representative will be Phil Christofanelli (phone: 573-751-2949, e-mail: 
Phil.Christofanelli@house.mo.gov) or Chrissy Sommer (phone: 573-751-1452, email: 
Chrissy.Sommer@house.mo.gov), and your senator will be Bill Eigel (phone: 573-751-1141). You can also 
contact MO Cronkite New Voices Act sponsor, Representative Kevin Corlew (phone: 571-751-3618, e-mail: 
Kevin.Corlew@house.mo.gov).

All of the above can also be reached at the following address:

201 West Capitol Avenue
Room _______
Jefferson City, MO, 65101

Representative Christofanelli is Room 116-1, Representative Sommer is Room 401-A, Representative Corlew is 
Room 201-BA and Senator Eigel is Room 226.

If your representative or senator differs, you can find your legislators at this link: 
http://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/Default.aspx.
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On behalf of all student 
journalists in the state of 

Missouri, thank you for your 
support


