
How to Grammar Real Good

A smart presentation by @TheJacobLintner



Common English 
Conventions



Commas, the short pause
● Commas (with 

conjunctions) separate 
independent clauses

● Commas separate 
dependent clauses from 
independent clauses

● Commas separate the day 
of the week from the 
rest of the date

● Commas separate items 
in a list, but...
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Don’t use the Oxford Comma
Ever



Colons and Semicolons, Our Best Friends
● Colons denote the 

beginning of a list
● Colons separate an 

independent clause from 
the obvious: a final 
thought in the form of 
a sentence fragment

● Semicolons ALONE 
separate two related 
independent clauses



Break Time
Time for a short quiz to see if you were paying attention



Which is Incorrect?
● Wow, Jacob Lintner is such a cool dude; I wish that I 

could be as cool as he.
● Wow, Jacob Lintner is such a cool dude, and I wish that I 

could be as cool as he.
● Wow, Jacob Lintner is such a cool dude: I wish that I 

could be as cool as he.
● Wow, Jacob Lintner is such a cool dude. I wish that I 

could be as cool as he.



Capitalization, WhaT iS It? 
● All words beginning 

sentences should be 
capitalized

● All proper nouns 
(names, professional 
titles, landmarks, 
names of businesses, 
etc.) should be 
capitalized

● Temporary/minor titles 
(head coach, teacher, 
senior, etc.) should 
NOT be capitalized



Using Quotes, “You need to learn punctuation,” the extremely attractive presenter said.
● All quotes begin with 

opening quotation marks
● Generally, attributions go 

at the end of the first 
sentence and are separated 
by a comma and ending 
quotation marks

● If at the end of the first 
sentence, end the 
attribution in a period. 
If in the middle of a 
sentence, end in a comma.

● ALL QUOTES END IN 
PUNCTUATION-QUOTATION MARK 
FORM

“Words words words,” he said. 
“More words and words.”



Which is correct?
● “Chase Meyer is a chill dude,” one anonymous source said, 

“He is a little off sometimes, but all in all, not bad.”
● “I love the website,” Gavin Atkinson said. “and our 

editors are all so great.”
● “Wow, I really wish that I could be as cool as that 

Isaiah Bryant kid,” Jacob Lintner said. “He’s neat.”
● “FHNgameday.com is my favorite website.” Chase Meyer 

said. “I like how chill the editor is and how great the 
site looks.”



Active Voice vs. Passive Voice, did he do it, or did do it him?
● In active voice, the 

subject performs an 
action

● In passive voice, the 
subject receives the 
action

● Practice by describing 
the scene to the right



Errors on social

What are they and how do you fix them?



Twitter mistakes







Insta Errors




