
Middle school was not the easiest time for me. I was shy, and I didn’t have a lot of 
friends. It also didn’t help that I transferred school districts twice between the seventh and eighth 
grades. Because of this, I didn’t know more than 10 people going to Francis Howell North High 
School. Luckily for me, I was the most stubborn 14-year-old, and I demanded that I take the 
Intro to Journalism class in the first semester of my freshman year because I was determined to 
be a famous sports writer. 

One semester after first stepping foot into the publications classroom, Mr. Manfull, the 
student publications adviser, asked me if I was interested in joining the FHNgameday.com staff 
to cover sports and to continue writing. I happily agreed, and it is no exaggeration to say that, 
looking back over the past three years, joining FHN Student Media was the best decision of my 
first 18 years of life. 

 
Coming from a reserved private school to the wildness of public school was a difficult 

change to make, but the transition in mindset from an aspiring writer to a contributor to a 
dedicated sports website in the open and welcoming environment of the student publications 
room was an amazing experience, and it’s the reason that I have been and am obsessed with 
the freedoms of speech and of the press. I am just lucky that I’ve been able to be a part of the 
impressive student publications program at FHN that has allowed me to become the journalist 
and man that I am today. 

I began my tenure on staff as a meek freshman who had a knack for composing complex 
sentence structures and for being obnoxious. In three and a half years of being the only 
constant in building and supporting a dedicated sports website, though, I have learned valuable 
skills both in the communications field and in life. 

From the editors my freshman year, I learned patience and humility for their consistent 
help with my writing and broadcasting. I also learned the basis of my knowledge of HTML and 
CSS from the two of them, and I have transferred that knowledge everywhere from 
FHNgameday.com to FHNtodayLive, FHN Student Media’s live broadcasting program, to 
jacoblintner.com. 

From the editor my sophomore year, I learned the importance of relaxing and thinking 
things through. The time spent relaxing rather than stressing over things that we could not 
control, like the lack of cellular service in the publications room or the spotty Internet connection, 
made the FHNgameday staff the most closely knit group its been in my four years in the 
program. 

Being solely in charge of the site my junior year, I learned that I, contrary to what I 
believed at the time, had a limit to the amount of content that I could generate by myself. I tried 
to provide for an entire website with only the work that I could do, but I know now that it would 
never be enough. 

This problem of understaffing did have its positive effects, though. Primarily, it instilled in 
me that if I could create content that was of a better quality, it wouldn’t matter if there were only 
two stories being posted per week. This mindset produced such gems as my longform recap of 
one of FHN’s football games and my 100th published piece, an opinion article based around the 
recovery of St. Louis after the Rams left for Los Angeles. These are the two pieces that I am the 
most proud of, and they were spawned from adversity. 



I learned all of the skills necessary to create this kind of high quality content from my 
advisers and my peers in FHN. From how to headline a story to what the ISO on a camera is, 
from how to conduct an interview to the ideas behind contrast and exposure in photography and 
videography, I believe that I have a very firm grasp on many areas of modern journalism. 

Stories are being made at all hours of every day, so why should we rely on a set 
newspaper cycle rather than report on news online as it happens? I understand the field of 
journalism and mass communications well enough now to not only ask that question, but to 
answer it. 

In short, we shouldn’t. Media lives forever online, and it is online that I have carved my 
niche as a modern journalist capable of writing, of shooting and editing videos and photos and 
of running a live broadcast on nearly any scale. 

While I have learned all of the above, I have discovered that live broadcasting is my true 
passion. I am continually fascinated by the ability to bring a sports game or a pep assembly 
from the FHN gymnasium to anywhere in the world with just a few clicks. It is even more 
incredible that just two or three high schoolers can create a impressive broadcast that includes 
video, audio (in commentary and natural sound) and visual (in on-screen graphics) elements 
and that reaches hundreds of people. 

I’ve worked for four years to create and build the FHNtodayLive broadcast team. I’ve 
worked with four different live streaming softwares, three broadcast platforms and dozens of 
staffers who have come and gone in revolving-door fashion. Through it all, I have remained 
nearly the only constant in my quest to perfect high school live broadcasting. 

I feel that I am extremely well prepared for the future because of my experience with live 
broadcasting and with the rest of FHN Student Media. I have acquired all of the skills necessary 
to be successful in sports broadcasting, my desired field, through my years of practice and 
education in high school. Even though I am going into the field of broadcast journalism, I will still 
employ all of my journalistic strengths in writing, videography, photography, etc. to continue to 
be a well-rounded reporter. 

These skills and lessons are applicable outside of my field of study too. I am attending 
Boston University beginning in the fall of 2017 to study broadcast journalism and to further 
better myself as a journalist. I have searched for a competitive school in large media market with 
many opportunities to broadcast my skill set. To succeed in the field of journalism, one must be 
able to not only articulate and present their thoughts in an organized manner, but to use this 
information to create everything from written stories to photo stories to multimedia packages to 
video broadcasts. These skills are paramount in the modern field of journalism, and I can 
confidently say that I am prepared enough in all of these disciplines and more because of my 
time in the FHN Student Media program. 


